CHAPTER II

THE RISE TO POWER

The Pope's war - Wolsey organises a campaign - its failure leads
to* another - England's victories - Wolsey *s new appoint-
ment - his power over the King - he renews foreign relations
- becomes involved in the European imbroglio - his skilful
diplomacy - final ambitions achieved,

THE MATCH was struck probably sooner than any-
one had anticipated. It came in the form of a
trumpet-call from Pope Julius II to Europe.
Julius believed in violence to a degree that was
unusual even in those days of settling personal
quarrels by bloody means. He could understand
no rule but that of a sword; and his already
dimmed mind (for he was growing old) still
retained the fiery and warlike nature which it had
ever displayed. By his universal mismanagement
of affairs he had stirred up enemies in Europe,
and now he heard rumours of a General Council
being called ; and if there was one thing more
than another that this man dreaded it was the
calling of a General Council.

Of course, Louis XII had no moral right to call
this council; but he justified his action by a law
that was dead, and it assembled at Pisa. The
Pope denounced the Cardinals who obeyed the
summons, and declared the council schismatic.
He elected a number of new Cardinals to support